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Presi dent ds Mes s

Linda Milson

What a great year this has been! Membership in our
society increased significantly i 60 more members than
last year at this time. We rank #1 in membership in
Region V. Soon there will be another branch society in
our State i we welcome our colleagues in southwestern
Wisconsin.  The annual meeting in Madison was
fantastic ) record attendance, outstanding
programming, superb hospitality and great participation
by our students. Look for an article about them in the
June/July issue of ASCLS Today i they truly are
itomorrowbés | aboratory

Coming next is the ASCLS Annual Meeting in San
Di ego. Il 6m very pleased

to represent the interests and concerns of ASCLS-WI at
the House of Delegates during the meeting. At the end
of that meeting, Sue Beglinger, your newly elected
president for 2007-08 begins her official duties. This
next year, ASCLS-WI is in the hands of a great leader.
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Student Bowl Highlights

The Student Bowl competition tooklgge on Tuesday
evening, April 17, at the Madison Marriott West. Wit
nineteen teams competing this year, we set a new recor,
student participation in ASCL®/I i Student Bowl. In
addition to the many students who helped make the 2
event a succas | am grateful to the moderators, judges &
the recorder for the team rostewho volunteered for thig
year 0s ¢ ® rhgauld intt i coordinate this ever
without them!

The teams competing this year included Affinity Hea
System (1 team), Aspis Wausau Hospital (1 team
Chippewa Valley Technical College (1 team), Madison A
Technical College (1 team), Marquette University (2 tean
Moraine Park Technical College (1 team), North Cen
Technical College (1 team), UAMadison (2 teams), UW
Milwaukee (3 teams), UVstevens Point (2 teams), Weste|
Wisconsin Technical College (1 team), and Zablo¢ki
Medical Center (3 teams).

Chippewa Valley Technical College won the Cl
competition. Members of the winning team include Ry

Marr, Nicole NelsonMelissa Ritter (captainfRon Walders
and alternate Tonya Hutson.

Pictured from left (back row): Ryan Marr, Ron Walders, Nicole Nelson
and Ken Johnson, CLT Faculty. Pat Griffin, CLT Program Director
and Melissa Ritter are in the front row

Continued on page 5 column 2
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REGION V
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ASCLS Region V D

Message

Le zlee Koch J

Al 61 | Take A Bout
Dandelionsé Any

Todaybés riddleé. Wh a't i s
Of cour se, itds my front

dandelions! Most of us think of dandelions as those
terrible, awful weeds. Yet, some individuals see
dandelions as a delicious addition to a salad, herbal
tea, strong medicine, or even a fine wine. So now you

may be thinking, Ashebds ¢
Afwhere in the world is shi
When | think of dandelions, | think of ASCLS! Like a

dandelion with its flower head consisting of hundreds
of tiny ray flowers, ASCLS through its constituent
societies also has hundreds of dedicated members
who are ray flowers for our profession through their
vision and val ue. A dandelion
change into the familiar, white seed head overnight;
ASCLS and its members are faced with regulatory and
reimbursement challenges every day that requires
quick change in how we practice our profession,

sometimes even overnight! Each dandelion seed on
its seed head has a tiny parachute so that it can
spread far and wide in the wind; ASCLS members
have the parachute of Opr |
them to spread the word of ASCLS mission and core
values into facilities around the world. A dandelion
also has a branched, long taproot that grows deep,
brings it the resources to thrive and even when one
tries to remove it, it may break and the pieces left
regenerate to form multiple new plants. Clinical
laboratory professionals are faced with adversity every

day; ASCLS membership gi
taprooto t hat gr ows deerg
resources that can lead to success, gives us

professional strength and identity.

Tomorrow when you go to work, take time to listen and
observe your co-workers. Are they complaining? Do
they make statements that
Talk negatively about their profession? Have a
permanent frown on their face? See challenges as
obstacles, not opportunities? If the answers to any of
these are O0yesbo, put on y
the professional negativity and apathy bug is very
contagious! Live each day practicing professional
infection control, surround yourself with positive
professionals and other ASCLS members, continue to
involve yourself in professional activities, and remain
connected with ASCLS. When you feel the moment is
right, step up to one of those less than positive, non-
ASCLS members and offer to take them outside on a
walk to enjoy and learn about dandelions!

Lezlee Koch
ASCLS Region V Director
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Convention, 200 7:

Knowl edge é Because
Life Doesndt Wai
Madison, Wisconsin

The 2007 state convention was a rousing success! A
total of 495 people were registered, and they had a
chance to choose from 38 P.A.C.E.-approved CE
sessions or visit 35 exhibits. Networking, socializing,
and business meetings rounded out the 2-day event.
Many thanks go to Talora Zank, convention
chairperson, and to her whole committee for planning
and organizing a terrific meeting. General committee
members included: Sue Beglinger, Mary Jo Collins,
Charlotte Cormier, Jim Hadley, Emily Kepler, Patricia
Madden-Ripp, Diana Tonn, Sharon Wagner, and Stacy
Walz.

Keynote speaket,ori Silverman, helps us develop our
communication skills with
Me et Greet with Ease. 0

and

ASCLS Rajion V Directo
provides a Region V update.

ASCLSWI PresidentLinda Mi-Ison, passthe gavel to
incoming PresidenSue Beglinger who presents the Past
Presidentodos pin to Linda.

e A1 ‘ﬁ "
Member of the Year award winnéiinda L aatsch

(left to right) Drs. Ronald Laessig, Ronald Haas, and
James Westgardreceive special recognition for their years
of service to the profession.

Members Party on Stat Street with music by the Blue Phr:
Band.

Continued on page 5 column 1
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ASCLS Annual Meeting
Sun, Surf & Science
July 17 -21, 2007; San Diego, CA

ASCLS Clinical
Conference
February 21

Laboratory
-23, 2008; Savannah, GA

ASCLS Legislative Days

March, 2008 (dates to be announced);

Washington, D.C.

2008 ASCLS -WI Annual Meeting
April 16 -17, 2008; Pewaukee, WI

2008 ASCLS Annual Meeting
JuLy 29-AucusT 2, 2008; WASHINGTON , D.C.

Wisconsin Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science
SCHOLARSHIP FUND, Inc.

Congratulations to Nathan Wagner, wi nner of
four-year CLS Scholarship. Nathan is a graduate of Oak
Creek High School and will be attending Marquette University
in the fall.

We also extend congratulatonst o t hi's year 0¢
CLT/MLT Scholarships: Jennifer Callahan of North Central
Technical College and Latisha Miner of Madison Area
Technical College.

All of the scholarships that this fund provides are made
possible through donations and support of ASCLS-WI
members and friends. A Sil ¢
convention raised $1447, all of which goes into the
Scholarship Fund. Many thanks go out to all who donated
auction items and to our generous bidders. Thanks also to
Cindy Koffman and Judy Wiltgen who coordinated the auction
this year. Start thinking about items you might possibly
donate next year!!!

Congratulations to All of the Winners!

ASCLS -WiI
Board of Directors
2007 -08

Based upon elections at our spring meeting,
here are the ASCLS-WI members who will
serve on our Board of Directors in 2007-08:
e President: Sue Beglinger
e President-Elect: Stacy Walz
¢ Immediate Past-President: Linda
Milson
e Treasurer: Emily Kepler
e Secretary: Sue Stalewski
e Student Forum Chairperson: Paul
Martin
e Board Members:
o Donna Byrne
o Toni Kuehl
0 Sue Miller
o John Strous

Board meetings are scheduled as follows:

e September 22, 2007, 9:30 a.m.: MATC
Madison

e November 17, 2007, 9:30 a.m.:
Teleconference

e February 9, 2008, 9:30 a.m.: MATC
Madison

e April, 2008: Post-Convention Board
Meeting in Pewaukee; exact date and
time to be announced

ASCLS-WI members are welcome to attend
these meetings. Please let Sue Beglinger
know if you do plan to attend a meeting
(Beglinger@matcmadison.edu).

Update Your Contact Information

Please take a few minutes to update your contact information for ASCLS. When trying to contact ASCLS-
WI members we have found a number of inaccuracies, especially telephone numbers and e-mail
addresses. You are the only one who can make these corrections; ASCLS relies on its members to
update their membership profile on the web. How do you do this? Go to the ASCLS website:

www.ascls.orgCl i ¢ k

MembershSectidindoLogin (r egi st er
Then go ahead and Modify your Membership Profile.

for a | ogin i
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Convention 2007-Continued from page 3 column 2 Student Bowl Highlights-Continued from page 1 column 2

Student Bo wl Highlights continued

The CLS champions from Zablocki VAMC include Kir
Pollock (captain), Chris Gries, Christie Logan and Con
Schumacher.

D\

Aarriott

MADISON WY A

(left to right) Constance Schumacher, Alisa Riebe, Melissa
Danielczak, and Michael Gebhardt winners of the CLS
Clinical Year Scholarships are introduced by Judy Wiltgen,
WISCLS Scholarship Fund, Inc. Chairperson.

v 000000 | ¢
000000
000000

Pictured from left: Christie Logan, Connie Schumacher, Kim Pollock
and Chris Gries

Congratulations to the imners and all the studen
accepting the challenge to enter the competition
year . Wi sconsinds stu
thanks to all the volunteers who help make t
event possible each year. Please plan to help
the competition athe Country Springs Hotel i
Waukesha on Tuesddpril 15, 2008i the evening
before the ASCLSNI annual meeting.

e o ol
dents presented their posters.

Linda Milson
Student Bowl Coordinator

Presi dent 6ContiMedsfrenamage 1 column 1

It has been my privilege to serve as President of
ASCLS-WI during 2006-07. | wish to thank the
members of our Board of Directors, Committee
Chairpersons, Local Society Officers and all the
members of the society for their support and hard work
during this year. Volunteer efforts on the part of the
entire membership are so important to the success of
this organization. Please continue to be active in
L2 ASCLS-WI and encourage your colleagues to do the
N : same.

Stavri Joseph and Patricia Jakugeceive Golden Jubilarian 1 1

awards (for 50 years of ASCLS membership) from Awards Llnda Mllson

Committee Chairpersosue Stalewski ASCMA Presidenr®?2006
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ASCLS Legislative
Days Reports

ASCLS Legislative Days were held in Washington D.C.
March 19 and 20"  Professionals attending from
Wisconsin were Sue Beglinger, Cindy Koffman,
Virginia Rogers, and Mary Jo Tietge. Students Mike
Gebhardt, Chris Gries and Emily Anderson also
participated. The following report was compiled from
their individual reports.

We called on members of the Wisconsin delegation,
both Senators and all 8 Representatives. We met with
aides or legislative correspondents of each member,
making our case and leaving written information for
their future reference. Cindy and Ginny were able to
speak with Rep. Tom Petri and Steve Kagan in person.
We focused on two main issues this year: competitive
bidding for laboratory services in the Medicare program
and the staffing shortage.

A demonstration project of competitive bidding is
waiting in the wings. CMS has accepted questions and
concerns from the laboratory community (including our
organizations, CAP, and industry representatives) but
has not engaged in dialogue about the design. The
location of the demonstration has not been released so
laboratories do not know whether they will be involved.
We are told that the Democratic majority is opposed to
competitive bidding and are seeking sponsors for
repeal. However, the President included a nationwide
rollout of laboratory competitive bidding in his budget
proposal, and the money expected to be saved by
competitive bidding must be found elsewhere if it is to
be removed from the budget.

We asked Congress to pass the Allied Health
Reinvestment Act (AHRA), S 650, and a companion
House bill to be introduced. This legislation provides
incentives for individuals to pursue allied health careers
by supporting students interested in these careers and
the institutions that train them. The Administration has
removed much of the funding for Title VII Allied Health
Education Programs. The AHRA builds on the success
of Title VII programs and will improve the ability of our
society to meet the health care needs of the nation.
Senator Russ Feingold is sponsoring a Community-
Based Retraining Act which will focus on preparing
displaced workers for health care careers.

More than 140 people participated in Leg Days,
including about 30 students. It was a great opportunity
to see how activities outside the laboratory affect what
happens in the laboratory. Another intriguing topic we

discussed is the CMS laboratory fee schedule which
needs desperately to be updated. It pays less today
than it did five years ago, so some laboratories are
unable to introduce new and better technologies
because they will be compensated at the older test
price if the test is clinically similar. The term for this is
Acrawasking. 0O I't has been
provide updates to the fee schedule so CLMA is
proposing an alternative to modernizing the fee
schedule in a strategy t hey call
Rul emaking. o

While this was an incredible opportunity to see our
government at work, our role as laboratory advocates
does not stop after Leg Days. All of us need to stay
informed on the issues and voice our concerns to our
representatives. Attend local town meetings that each
congressman has and mention your concerns to them
when they are meeting and greeting people at
community gatherings. Remember that your local
voice is much more important to their ears than all the
high paid lobbyists combined. Be a part of our political
process!!! If anyone would like more information
please feel free to contact anyone of the members of
your Wisconsin delegation.

3k ok ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok

Some additional comments from the students who
attended:

In March | had an amazing opportunity to attend
Legislative Days sponsored by ASCLS in Washington,
D.C. Thank you to my sponsor, ASCLS-WI.

My experience at the 2007 ASCLS Legislative
Symposium is one | will not soon forget. | had always
been wunder the impression that, under most
circumstances, a single individual had very little say in
the workings of our national government. After my
recent trip to Washington D.C. and visiting with our
congressmenos Legislative
outlook on the governmental process.

When | arrived in Washington, | was nervous about the
busy first day. Besides attending lectures and
meetings concerning topics | was unaware of, | was
thrown into meals and other social situations with
people | had never met. This was a medical
technol ogi stds ni ght mar e,
first day was one of my most memorable days of my
short-lived clinical laboratory science career. | think
every ASCLS-WI member should make it a point to
attend Legislative Days at least once during their
professional career. Not only will they get to meet
others from around the country that have the same
interests, but they will have the opportunity to further
promote and better the clinical laboratory science
profession.
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The Milwaukee Society for Clinical
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2008 ASCLS -WI STATE CONVENTION

P.l.

partners in investigation
" &
N : ‘“

APRIL 15 217, 2008

COUNTRY SPRINGS HOTEL,WAUKESHA,WI
T6WXGHQW % R@&lay, April 15

¥ ([KLELW Wednesday, April 16 & Thursday, April 17
1 $6&/6WI Awards 2\Wednesday, April 16

A

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY!

For more information contact:
JOY BERGERON, EVENT PLANNERMOR ASCLS
800-296-5954 or joy@classicevents.net
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