A

-—BadgerLab Times

A Publication of the American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science-Wisconsin

Spring, 2009

President’s Message

Stacy Walz

The grass is green, the flowers are blooming, and it is
(finally) getting warmer outside. It is spring in
Wisconsin, and what a spring it has been for ASCLS-WI!

| was absolutely thrilled to see so many faces at the
ASCLS-WI convention in Appleton in April. Kudos to the
more than 450 laboratory professionals and students
who made the commitment to attend. With employer
travel budgets slashed or eliminated and your own
wallets thinner, | understand that many of you had to
make the financial sacrifice to attend the convention.
That just goes to show that laboratory professionals in
Wisconsin see the VALUE of continuing education and
networking, want their VOICE heard in the state and the
nation, and have a VISION for the future of the
laboratory profession.

Once again, the CLS and CLT students wowed the
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Student Bowl Highlights

Student Bowl 2009 took place on Sunday evening,
April 26" at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in
Appleton. Student participation in ASCLS-WI -
Student Bowl was the highest ever - 23 teams
competed!

The teams competing this year included Affinity Health
System (2 teams), Aspirus Wausau Hospital (1 team),
Chippewa Valley Technical College (2 teams),
Marshfield Labs (1 team), Moraine Park Technical
College (1 team), Northeast Wisconsin Technical
College (1 team), UW-Madison (3 teams), UW-
Milwaukee (5 teams), UW-Stevens Point (3 teams),
Western Wisconsin Technical College (2 teams), and
Zablocki-VA Medical Center (2 teams).

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College won the CLT
competition for the second year in a row. Members of
the winning team include Kim DePeau, Anissa Emery,
Connie Neuzil, Heidi Van Den Elzen and Amanda Van
Straten.
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Pictured from left: Amanda Van Straten, Kim DePeau, Heidi Van Den
Elzen, Anissa Emery, Connie Neuzil

A team from Zablocki VA Medical Center won the CLS

Continued on page 5 column 2
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REGION V
Minnesota*North Dakota*South Dakota*Wisconsin

ASCLS Region V Director’s

Message

Lezlee Koch :
'V
Urgent Times Require Urgent
Action & Not Procrastination

Many of our clinical laboratory professionals and the
facilities they are working in are being impacted by the
current economic downturn. New statistics released in
December from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
show that more hospitals recorded mass layoffs in
2008 than any year in the past decade. On top of that
bad news, an American Hospital Association report
found that a combination of tightening credit, declining
patient demand, and an increasing number of patients
who cannot pay for care is forcing some healthcare
facilities to make cuts to staff and services. Even while
laboratories have been diligently doing their part to
boost efficiency through measures like Lean for over a
decade, national surveys are finding that this recession
is compelling laboratories to ramp up cost cutting
measures and tighten budgets to cope with the ripple
effects of the bad economy. Unfortunately, the
financial forecast will get even worse before it gets
better. We will see an increasing domino effect of job
losses and ensuing loss of health insurance which will
add to the rising amount of uncompensated care.
Bottom line, clinical laboratory professionals need to
be educated, aware and ready to respond when action
is needed.

Has your facility taken actions to respond to the
economic downturn? If not, count your blessings but
know that actions may still be required in the future. A
national survey completed in December identified the
top laboratory reactions to this economic recession.

Areas of Impact Being Seen:

Budget cuts

Severe cut backs in education programs
Implementation of hiring freezes
Elimination of overtime

Mandatory reduction to hours

Reduction in force/lay offs

YVVVVYYVY

Wage cuts and benefit reductions

Delayed capital purchases

Less referred testing but reduced staff means
high workload demands

Closing of satellite locations and smaller
facilities

Hiring less educated staff to perform testing,
or cross training entry level positions to
perform some testing responsibilities

» Mandating supervisory staff to work the bench
fulltime

YV VYVV
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The fallout of these drastic actions has not even
begun to be identified. Without appropriate
staffing, clinical laboratories may require
overtime which can lead to morale issues and
fatigue — leading to increasing errors, decreasing
service levels, and decreasing quality. Without
appropriate instrumentation, clinical laboratories
may impact directly on testing availability or
service issues related to instrument downtimes.
All of these have the potential to impact on
clinical laboratory professionals and the way
they strive to provide accessible, affordable, and
safe clinical laboratory services.

No Time For Procrastination-CLS Professionals
Must Be United!

Over the past several weeks I've heard clinical
laboratory professionals question whether the
economic downturn will impact negatively on
professional organizations and actions that need to
be taken to move our profession forward. | would
like to say... now more than ever, Clinical
Laboratory Professionals MUST INVEST in
themselves, STRENGTHEN their professional
networks and BECOME or REMAIN members in
professional organizations (ASCLS!!) that are
FIGHTING FOR THEIR PROFESSION!

It is during times like these that clinical laboratory
professionals MUST be visible in their workplaces,
demonstrate the value they bring to healthcare, and
support strong advocacy at the local, state, regional,
and national levels. Clinical Laboratory Science
Professionals MUST be united and speak out in a
common LOUD voice for the profession. This can
not be done by individuals alone. There is strength
and power in numbers!

Now is the time for ALL Clinical Laboratory

Professionals to:

» Become or remain members in strong
professional organizations such as ASCLS!

» Offer their talents and time to assist in
accomplishing professional actions!

» Be positive advocates for their profession!

Grow their professional network so they have ASCLS

Continued on page 5 column 1
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In Remembrance:

Dr. Ron Laessig

It is with deepest regret that | inform my ASCLS-WI
colleagues of the death of Ron Laessig, Ph.D. Ron
died unexpectedly, but peacefully, in his sleep on
March 29. He was the director of the Wisconsin State
Lab of Hygiene from 1980-2006 and served for 15
years as the chief of the Lab’s clinical chemistry section

prior to his promotion. He officially retired a year ago
but continued to work on special projects and would
frequently “make rounds” through Henry Mall to greet
staff whenever he was in the building.

Ron is probably best known as the father of the “Users’
Courses” — one or two day seminars which brought
together instrument manufacturer representatives and
their Wisconsin laboratory customers. He thoroughly
enjoyed being the emcee, especially during the Q&A
sessions where the industry reps often found
themselves in the “hot seat”.

Ron mentored Sharon Ehrmeyer when she was
working on her Ph.D. and both co-authored the Poor
Man’s Guide to CLIA ‘88. Even though he was a highly
regarded speaker who traveled the world and received
many honors, he told me the meeting he most enjoyed
was our ASCLS-WI state meeting. His presentations
were always lively, entertaining and educational. He
held the Clinical Laboratory Science profession in high
esteem and | was often the beneficiary, as he both
encouraged my professional involvement and provided
me with whatever resources were available at the Lab.

Because of his support for our profession, the BOD
of the WISCLS Scholarship Fund unanimously
voted to name one of the clinical year scholarships
in his honor. Donations in his memory can be sent
to:

Barb Hill, Treasurer
WISCLS Scholarship Fund
876 Jean Circle

Oregon WI 53575
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(ELNIEIG A= eaE Make a Difference

If you haven’t already done so,

please go to

this ASCLS website

(http://www.ascls.org/leadership/ppc/lifesavedvideo.asp) to view the video, A Life

Saved: Laboratory Professionals Make a Difference.

This well-produced video

details the vital role that laboratory professionals play in patient care — well worth a

few minutes of your time!!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2009 ASCLS Annual Meeting
A Global Connection
July 21-25, 2009; Chicago, IL

ASCLS Clinical Laboratory Educators’
Conference (CLEC)
February 25-27, 2010; Biloxi/Gulfport, MS

ASCLS Legislative Days
March 15-16, 2010
Washington, D.C.

2010 ASCLS-WI Annual Meeting
April 7-8, 2010; Stevens Point, Wi

2010 ASCLS Annual Meeting
July 27-31, 2010; Anaheim, CA

Wisconsin Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science
SCHOLARSHIP FUND, Inc.

Congratulations to Jennifer Hughes, winner of this
year's four-year CLS Scholarship. Jennifer is from
West Bend and will be attending UWM in the fall.

We also extend congratulations to this year’s winner of
the CLT Scholarship, Janelle Wiebelhaus-Finger.
Janelle is from Clyman, Wisconsin, and attends
Madison Area Technical College. Winners of the CLS
Clinical Year Scholarships will be announced in the fall.

All of the scholarships that this fund provides are made
possible through donations and support of ASCLS-WI
members and friends. A Silent Auction held at this
year's convention raised $1,200 for the scholarship
fund. Many thanks go out to all who donated auction
items and to our generous bidders. Start thinking about
items you might possibly donate next year!!!

Congratulations to All of the Winners!

ASCLS-WI
Board of Directors
2009-10

Based upon elections at our spring meeting,
here are the ASCLS-WI members who will
serve on our Board of Directors in 2009-10:
e President: Susan Stalewski

President-Elect: John Strous
Immediate Past-President: Stacy Walz
Treasurer: Emily Putz
Secretary: Donna Byrne
Student Forum Chairperson: Kenny
Rueden
e Board Members:

0 Sue Becker

o April Harkins

0 Sue Miller

o Kim Murray

Board meetings are scheduled as follows:

e September 19, 2009 (Saturday), 9:30 AM,
UW-Milwaukee

e November 21, 2008 (Saturday), 9:30 AM,
UW-Milwaukee

e February 6, 2010 (Saturday), 8:30 AM,
Teleconference

e April 8, 2010 (Thursday), 5:00 PM, Post-
Convention Board Meeting in Stevens
Point, WI

ASCLS-WI members are welcome to attend
these meetings. Please let Sue Stalewski
know if you do plan to attend a meeting
(sstalews@uwm.edu).

Update Your Contact Information
Please take a few minutes to update your contact information for ASCLS. You are the only one who can
make these corrections; ASCLS relies on its members to update their membership profile on the web.
How do you do this? Go to the ASCLS website (Members Center/Existing Members):

http://www.ascls.org/members/login.asp. Login ( r e gi st er
Then go ahead and Modify your Membership Profile.

BadgerLab Times 4
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Presi dent éContiMedfremampge 1 column 1

crowd with their performance in the student bowl and
poster competitions. Numerous ASCLS-WI members
won prestigious state, regional and national awards for
serving the organization. Many individuals came
forward expressing an interest in helping ASCLS-WI
and other state laboratory professional organizations
move forward in our quest for licensure. And to top it
all off, there were exceptional choices for continuing
education and a wonderful group of exhibitors. Thank
you to the convention planning committee in the Fox
Valley and our convention planner, Joy, for putting in so
many hours making this a worthwhile event.

If you couldn’t attend the ASCLS-WI convention this
year, or if you loved what you saw and can’t wait
another whole year to do it again, please consider
attending the national ASCLS convention in Chicago in
July. “Global Connections” is the theme, and there
promises to be lots of learning, leadership
development, and fun in the windy city. | hope to see
you there!

It has been an absolute pleasure serving you as
president of ASCLS-WI. This is truly a vibrant
organization, and | can’'t wait to see what we
accomplish in the years to come. Have a wonderful

Student Bowl Highlights-Continued from page 1 column 2

summer!
Stacy Walz, MBEr&sider02008
Region V Dir ect@ntn@dsompdezs s

» instant access to professional leaders throughout the
nation!

Take personal responsibility for their professional
growth so they become more valuable to their
employer!

Seek additional responsibility within their facilities
and within their communities!

Be positive role models and mentors!

Identify new cost-effective ways to accomplish tasks!
Be accountable, flexible, involved, and engaged in
their workplaces and in their profession!

Be aware and ready to respond to all areas that have
the ability to impact on their profession!

Live and practice their profession every day based
on a strong code of ethics — Duty to the Patient, Duty
to Colleagues and the Profession, Duty to Society!

Y
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Now is not the time to procrastinate on taking professional
actions or to choose not to invest in our professional
selves!Uni ted in ASCLSé Clinic
Professionals Make A Difference & Must Support Each
Other and Our Profession!

Always Your Friend in ASCLS,
Lezlee Koch
ASCLS Region V Director

championship. Team members include Jenny Liston,
Robert Olson and Steve Wegner.

Pictured from left: Steve Wegner, Jenny Liston and Robert Olson.

Congratulations to the winners and all the students
accepting the challenge to enter the competition in
2009. Our state society is always commended for
superb student involvement so we know Wisconsin’s
students are the greatest! Thank you to all who
volunteer countless hours working on either the
preparation or actual competition. Your dedication
helps make this event a success each year. | am very
grateful to all of you for your support these last ten
years and especially to Dawn Robinson, our office
assistant at Marquette. Without her, | would never
have been able to take on this task for ASCLS-WI.
Tammy Schindler from UW Madison will be the
Student Bowl Coordinator next year and | promised
her she could count on many practicing professionals
in the state to assist her in the years to come. The
competition next year will be on April 6, 2010 at the
Ramada Stevens Point — the evening before the
ASCLS-WI annual meeting.

Linda MilsgrStudent Bowl Coordinator
BadgerLab Times

Editorial Staff

Copy Editor i Linda Laatsch

Layout Editor i Mark Maticek

Mailing Address:

ASCLS-WI

4852 N. Sheffield Ave.

Whitefish Bay, Wl 53217

Avrticle Submission

Articles for BadgerLab Times should be submitted in Microsoft
Word or .pdf format and sent electronically to
linda.laatsch@marquette.edu.

All articles published represent the opinions of the authors and do
not reflect the official policy of ASCLS-WI or t he a
institutions unless specified.

Microsoft ® Word is a registered trademark of Microsoft
Corporation. BadgerLab Times @ copyrighted by ASCLS-WI.
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ASCLS Legislative
Days Report

Mary Jo Tietge, ASCLS-WI Government
Affairs Chairperson

Kimberly Murray, Jeannette Packee, Susan Stalewski,
students Bryna Annis and Amy Guiterrez, and |
attended the Legislative Symposium sponsored by
ASCLS, ASCP, CLMA and AMT March 23 and 24.

The topics addressed included modernization of the
Medicare Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule, increasing
the Medicare fee for specimen collection, the shortage
of qualified laboratory professionals and increased
Federal support for education and training to address
the workforce shortage. Speakers on Monday provided
the participants with relevant information and then we
“attacked Capitol Hill,” meeting with aides of each of
the members of the Wisconsin Congressional
delegation.

Members of the staff of the Senators and
Representatives with whom we met shared their
bosses’ concerns about health care reform and the
economy. Most are in favor of reform that will provide
health coverage to the uninsured and change the
system to make it more efficient and cost-effective.
The consensus on the Hill is that there will be reform of
healthcare and the legislation that we are supporting
will likely be included in the final package. We also
shared information about the proposed closing of the
CLS program at UW Madison.

What can you the member do to support our lobbying
efforts?

e Seek current information about the legislation on
the ASCLS website before writing to members of
Congress so that you have the most current
information. You may find sample letters there.
Email messages will get to your representative
faster than a mailed letter. Be descriptive in your
subject line, for example, using the name and
number of the bill, or “Clinical Laboratory Workforce
Shortage”

e Contact your member of Congress, asking him or
her to co-sponsor and support HR 1452 which will
establish a negotiated rule-making process to
modernize the Medicare Fee Schedule for Clinical
Laboratory tests. If the Representative has already
signed on to co-sponsor or support the bill, thank

him or her profusely.

e Ask Senator Feingold and Senator Kohl to
introduce into the Senate a companion bill to HR
1452,

e Let your representative and the Senators know how
the workforce shortage is affecting you and your
employer. Tell your story.

e Share your communications and the responses
with Elissa Passiment (elissap@ascls.org) ASCLS
so that ASCLS leadership can continue their
efforts.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Student and FYP News

Congratulations to the following on their election
by student members to ASCLS-WI leadership
positions. The new Student Forum Chair is Kenny
Rueden from UW-Madison. Rhonda Daily, a 2009
UW-Oshkosh graduate, is the new First Year
Professional Chair.

Clinical Laboratory Expo
July 21-23, 2009
McCormick Place

Convention Center

EXPO T

-

JULw 31 -3, 300 It

Donoét mi s s t he v
gathering of clinical lab professionals
i n 20009 and donot

largest exposition of clinical laboratory
products and services.

Exposition Dates and Hours
Tuesday, July 21

Wednesday, July 22

Thursday, July 23

9:30 am-5:00 pm
9:30 am-5:00 pm
9:30 am-2:00 pm

http://www.scherago.com/cle/
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O e‘%é 2009 ASCLS Annual Meeting-- July 21-25
a Chicago, IL -- Renaissance Chicago Hotel

» »

Clinical Laboratory Expo -- July 21 -23, 2009
McCormick Place Convention Center

A5 CLS

Dondt mi & AnnuahMeetiigriiuly 21 -25 in Chicago where you will find -
e ROIdreturn o n your investment in continuing education dnew skills & knowledge , increased

productivity, quality service and customer satisfaction

Scientific Sessions dover 40 cutting edge sessions presented by lab experts

Midday and Roundtable Session s dadditional t ime to learn during the lunch hour

ASCP Sponsored Workshogs 8 3 offered on Tuesday, July 21

Clinical Lab Expo 9dJuly 21 -23 dthe largest clinical laboratory exhibit!

Time to network with colleagues

ASCLS Governance Activities dlearn more about your profe ssional society

NEWthis y ear at the meeting -
e Investment Return dincluded in each educational session description is a summary of what you will be
able to bring back to your lab  to use to help justify your meeting expenses
e All educational sessions are 1 hour in length
e Friday continental breakfast and box lunch are included with registration fee

For additional information, visit the ASCLS website at
www.ascls.org/conferences/2009AM

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

2010 ASCLSWI Annual Meeting 8 April 7 -8
Student Bowl & April 6

Ramada Inn Stevens Point

<he Point Is.,

N

Networking
Professional Development
Continuing Education Credit
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10*" Annual ASCLS-WI Student
Poster Competition 2009

89 CLS and CLT students presented 79 scientific
poster topics at the 2009 ASCLS-WI Spring Meeting,
in Appleton. Judges evaluated entries in CLS and
CLT categories of Literature Review, Case Studies
and Research. All students were recognized for their
participation. Winners in each category are:

CLT Case Study

1° Place: Teri Walker, NWTC, Myelodysplastic
Syndrome

2" Place: Amanda Hartley, WTC, Exploring the Role
of The Medical Laboratory in the Treatment and
Diagnosis of Ischemic Necrosis

3" Place: Kim Depeau, NWTC, A Close-up Look at
Blastomycosis

CLT Literature Review

1% Place: Scott Ryan, CVTC, Necrotizing Fasciitis:
The Notorious fAiFl esh Eat.i
2" Place: Megan Hundt, WTC, Multiple Sclerosis

3" Place: Meghan Boylan, WTC, Increase of C.
difficile Infections

CLS Case Study

1* Place: Rhonda Daily, UWO, A Parade of
Pathogens

2" pPlace: Jennifer Liston, Marquette, Disseminated

Hi st opl asmosis Mimics Cro
3" Place: Desirae Cammack, UWO, BLAST CRISIS

CLS Literature Review

1% Place: Alyssa Grimes, UWSP, SLE: The Equal
Opportunity Tissue Invader

2"? Place: Robert Olson, UWO, Chlamydia
pneumoniae: A Risk Factor for Coronary Artery
Disease

3" Place: Steve Wegner, UWO, Clinical Uses of
Molecular Methods in Immunohematology

CLS Research

1% Place: Michael Lukowski, Marquette,
Phospholipase D1 Activity in Relation to the Virulence
of Candida glabrata

2" Place: Alex Dionisio, Marquette, A New Use for
Remel Spectra MRSA Chromogenic Agar

3" Place: Christopher Tamsen, Marquette, Salivary
Peptides as Potent Antifungals and Inhibitors of
Denture-Induced Stomatitis

Congratulations to All of the Winners!

American Association of
Bioanalysts

I will be attending the American Association of
Bioanalysts' National Annual Meeting and Educational
Conference in Orlando, Florida June 4-7th. | was
elected President of the Associate Member Section for
a 2 year term at last year's meeting in Las Vegas. | will
be speaking to not only the bench level members, but
also lab owners, PhD's and members of the College of
Reproductive Biologists, and Environmental Biologists
and Public Health Scientists.

If any members are interested in more information
about joining another professional laboratory society or
are interested in learning more about this group, please
call me at 715-223-0554 or gprmill@verizon.net. The
AAB website also has a lot of information of what is
going on for licensure information, government affairs,
certifications and educational opportunities. Please feel
free to visit aab.org for more information.

Sue Miller, ASCLS-WI Board of Directors

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

ASCLS Scholarships

‘i;
j A i
.“ " Numerous undergraduate and graduate

scholarships and grants are available through ASCLS.
Please go to the links below for further information.

Alpha Mu Tau Scholarships
www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/amt.asp

ASCLS Student Award
http://www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/studentpaper.a

sp

ASCLS Forum for Concerns of Minorities Scholarship
www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/fcm.asp

Allegiance Healthcare Graduate Research Award
www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/e _and r.asp

Quest Student Forum Leadership Award
www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/sigmastudent.asp

ASCLS Education And Research Fund, Inc.
www.ascls.org/leadership/awards/e _and r.asp

BadgerLab Times 8
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Awards - 2009

Each year, ASCLS-WI recognizes the valuable contributions of its members. The following members and partners
were recognized at the ASLCS-WI awards ceremony on April 27" 20009.

Lifetime Achievement Recognition:

Presented by the ASCLS-WI Board of Directors

Linda Milson, Past president ASCLS-WI, Student Bowl Chair, Program Director-Marquette U
Mary Jo Tietge, ASCLS-WI Legislative Committee Chair, Past Secretary & Board Member
Susan Flaker Johnson, Program Director-Aspirus Hospital, Scholarship Fund Board

Judy Wiltgen, Past President ASCLS-WI, WISCLS Scholarship Fund Chairperson

Membership Award
Given to the branch society with the greatest percentage of growth in membership during the past year:
Milwaukee Society

Faith Dravis Award
This award was established as a memorial to Faith Dravis, a long- time member of ASCLS-WI. It is given to those who
have been members for 25 yr:

Patricia Kline, Janet Meyle, Laura Welch, Susan Johnson

Friends of ASCLS-WI
Presented to institutions and organizations that demonstrate continuous support of ASCLS-WI and the profession of
clinical laboratory science

e University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

e Columbus Community Hospital

e UWHC Clinical Laboratory

ASCLS-WI Member of the Year
Recognizes an individual who has contributed significantly to the field of CLS and to the society and who has, by
outstanding example, inspired others: Sue Beglinger

Continuing Education Award
Recognizes the Branch Society that presented the most continuing education opportunities during the year:
Madison Area Society

Board Service Awards

Given to those with outstanding service to ASCLS-WI and our profession:
Linda Laatsch, Gina Romano, Stacy Walz, Linda Milson, Carolyn Byom, Sue Miller, Talora Zank, Susan
Stalewski, April Harkins, Sue Beglinger, Cindy Koffmann, Virginia Rogers

Board Certificate of Recognition
In recognition of service to our state society & profession that is exemplary but does not quite reach the point value
criteria of the Board Service Award:

Kim Polsley, Donna Byrne, Emily Putz, Toni Kuehl, Mary Jo Tietge, Sue Janke, John Strous

ASCLS Omicron Sigma Awards

Presented to members who have provided outstanding service to ASCLS and the profession:

State Awards: Linda Laatsch, Carolyn Byom, Sue Miller, Talora Zank, Sue Beglinger, April Harkins
National/Regional Awards: Joyce White, Stacy Walz, Sue Stalewski, Linda Milson

Congratulations to All of the Winners!

http:/
Be sure to check out our website for updated information:
www.ascls-wi.org

Current and past issues of BadgerLab Times are posted on our website. Go to www.ascls-wi.org, click on the “Newsletters” link, and view each
issue in color.
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Current and past issues of BadgerLab Times
- are posted on our website. Go to www.ascls-wi.org, click on
the ANewsletterso link, and view
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ASCLS - WI

ASCLS-WI

4852 N. Sheffield Ave.
Whitefish Bay, WI 53217
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